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Name:	 Date:	 Class:

Chapter 12: The Geography and History of Latin America 
Section 3: Modern Latin America

Section 3: Government, Crime, and Punishment

Directions: Complete the chart below by listing four facts about each type of government. 

Democracies Dictatorships

1.

2.

3.

4.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Directions: Use the official documents listed below to answer the following questions. 

Document A: U.S. State Department Mexico Travel Warning 
December 6, 2016

The U.S. Department of State warns U.S. citizens about the risk of traveling to certain parts of 
Mexico due to the activities of criminal organizations in those areas. U.S. citizens have been the 
victims of violent crimes, including homicide, kidnapping, carjacking, and robbery in various 
Mexican states. This Travel Warning replaces the Travel Warning for Mexico, issued April 15, 2016.

For information on security conditions in specific regions of Mexico, see our state-by-state 
assessments below. U.S. government personnel and their families are prohibited from personal 
travel to all areas to which the Department recommends “defer non-essential travel” in this Travel 
Warning. As a result of security precautions that U.S. government personnel must take while 
traveling to parts of Mexico, our response time to emergencies involving U.S. citizens may be 
hampered or delayed.

Gun battles between rival criminal organizations or with Mexican authorities have taken place on 
streets and in public places during broad daylight. The Mexican government dedicates substantial 
resources to protect visitors to major tourist destinations and has engaged in an extensive effort 
to counter criminal organizations that engage in narcotics trafficking and other unlawful activities 
throughout Mexico. There is no evidence that criminal organizations have targeted U.S. citizens 
based on their nationality. Resort areas and tourist destinations in Mexico generally do not see the 
level of drug-related violence and crime that are reported in the border region or in areas along 
major trafficking routes.

Continued on next page.
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Document B: CIA World Fact Book Official Report

Source: CIA World Fact Book: Mexico

1. In your review of the documents, what seems to be the central issue facing Mexico today?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

2. In 1994, what event created internally displaced people? Who and what were involved?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

3. What specific travel warnings does the United States warn US citizens against in Mexico?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

4. According to the documents, where would a traveler to Mexico expect to see the least violence?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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