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Name: Date: Class:

Chapter 12: The Geography and History of Latin America

Section 3: Modern Latin America

Section 3: Government, Crime, and Punishment

Directions: Complete the chart below by listing four facts about each type of government.

Democracies Dictatorships
1 1
2 2
3 3
4. 4

Directions: Use the official documents listed below to answer the following questions.

Document A: U.S. State Department Mexico Travel Warning
December 6, 2016

The U.S. Department of State warns U.S. citizens about the risk of traveling to certain parts of
Mexico due to the activities of criminal organizations in those areas. U.S. citizens have been the
victims of violent crimes, including homicide, kidnapping, carjacking, and robbery in various
Mexican states. This Travel Warning replaces the Travel Warning for Mexico, issued April 15, 2016.

For information on security conditions in specific regions of Mexico, see our state-by-state
assessments below. U.S. government personnel and their families are prohibited from personal
travel to all areas to which the Department recommends “defer non-essential travel” in this Travel
Warning. As a result of security precautions that U.S. government personnel must take while
traveling to parts of Mexico, our response time to emergencies involving U.S. citizens may be
hampered or delayed.

Gun battles between rival criminal organizations or with Mexican authorities have taken place on
streets and in public places during broad daylight. The Mexican government dedicates substantial
resources to protect visitors to major tourist destinations and has engaged in an extensive effort
to counter criminal organizations that engage in narcotics trafficking and other unlawful activities
throughout Mexico. There is no evidence that criminal organizations have targeted U.S. citizens
based on their nationality. Resort areas and tourist destinations in Mexico generally do not see the
level of drug-related violence and crime that are reported in the border region or in areas along
major trafficking routes.

Continued on next page.
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Document B: CIA World Fact Book Official Report

Disputes - international: H

abundant rainfall in recent years along much of the Mexico-US border region has ameliorated periodically strained water-sharing
arrangements; the US has intensified security measures to monitor and control legal and illegal personnel, transport, and
commodities across its border with Mexico; Mexico must deal with thousands of impoverished Guatemalans and other Central
Americans who cross the porous border looking for work in Mexico and the US; Belize and Mexico are working to solve minor border
demarcation discrepancies arising from inaccuracies in the 1898 border treaty

Refugees and internally displaced persons:
IDPs: 311,000 (government's quashing of Zapatista uprising in 1994 in eastern Chiapas Region; drug cartel violence and

government's military response since 2007; violence between and within indigenous groups) (2016)
stateless persons: 13 (2016)

Illicit drugs: H

major drug-producing and transit nation; world's second largest opium poppy cultivator; opium poppy cultivation in 2009 rose 31%
over 2008 to 19,500 hectares yielding a potential production of 50 metric tons of pure heroin, or 125 metric tons of "black tar"
heroin, the dominant form of Mexican heroin in the western United States; marijuana cultivation increased 45% to 17,500 hectares in
2009; government conducts the largest independent illicit-crop eradication program in the world; continues as the primary
transshipment country for US-bound cocaine from South America, with an estimated 85% of annual cocaine movements toward the
US stopping in Mexico; major drug syndicates control the majority of drug trafficking throughout the country; producer and distributor
of ecstasy,; significant money-laundering center; major supplier of heroin and largest foreign supplier of marijuana and
methamphetamine to the US market (2007)

Source: CIA World Fact Book: Mexico

1. In your review of the documents, what seems to be the central issue facing Mexico today?

2. In 1994, what event created internally displaced people? Who and what were involved?

3. What specific travel warnings does the United States warn US citizens against in Mexico?

4. According to the documents, where would a traveler to Mexico expect to see the least violence?

138 Chapter 12: The Geography and History of Latin America

© 2017 Clairmont Press, Inc. DO NOT DUPLICATE 1-800-874-8638



	1 2 3 4: 
	1 2 3 4_2: 
	Text263: 
	Text264: 
	Text265: 
	Text266: 
	Text267: 
	Text268: 
	Text269: 
	Text270: 
	Text271: 
	Text104: 
	Text105: 
	Text106: 
	Text107: 


