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Chapter 7: Republic of Turkey

CASE STUDY

Case Study: The Hagia Sophia

Directions: Read the article from the Hagia Sophia Museum and answer the questions below. Visit
this website for the Hagia Sophia Museum (https://safeshare.tv/x/rqa0eXnDey4+#) to complete the
case study.

The Hagia Sophia, one of the historical
architectural wonders that still remains standing
today, has an important place in the art world
with its architecture, grandness, size and
functionality.

The Hagia Sophia, the biggest church
constructed by the East Roman Empire in
Istanbul, has been constructed three times in
the same location. When it was first built, it was
named Megale Ekklesia (Big Church); however,
after the fifth century, it was referred to as the
Hagia Sophia (Holy Wisdom). The church was
the place in which rulers were crowned, and it
was also the biggest operational cathedral in the
city throughout the Byzantine period.

The current structure was constructed by Isidoros (Milet) and Anthemios (Tralles), who were renowned
architects of their time, by Emperor Justinianos’s (527-565) orders. Information from historian Prokopios
states that the construction that began on February 23, 532, was completed in a short period of five
years and the church was opened to worship with a ceremony on December 27, 537. Resources show
that on the opening day of the Hagia Sophia, Emperor Justinianos entered the temple and said, “My
Lord, thank you for giving me chance to create such a worshipping place,” and followed with the words
“Siileyman, I beat you,” referring to Siileyman’s temple in Jerusalem.

The third Hagia Sophia construction combined the three traditional basilical plans with the central dome
plan in design. The structure has three nefi, one apsi, and two narthexes, internal and external. The
length from the apsis to the outer narthex is 100 m, and the width is 69.5 m. The height of the dome
from the ground level is 55.60 m and the radius is 31.87 m in the North to South direction and 30.86 in
the East to West direction.

Emperor Justinianos ordered all provinces under his reign to send the best architectural pieces to
be used in the construction so that the Hagia Sophia could be bigger and grander. The columns and
marbles used in the structure have been taken from ancient cities in and around Anatolia and Syria,
such as, Aspendus Ephessus, Baalbeek and Tarsa.

The white marbles used in the structure came from the Marmara Island, the green porphyry from
Egriboz Island, the pink marbles from Afyon and the yellow from North Africa. The decorative interior
wall coatings were established by dividing single marble blocks into two and combining them in order
to create symmetrical shapes.

In addition, the structure includes columns brought in from the Temple of Artemis in Ephessus to be
used in the naves, as well as 8 columns brought from Egypt that support the domes. The structure has a

total of 104 columns, 40 in the lower and 64 in the upper gallery. Continued on next page
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All the walls of the Hagia Sophia except the ones covered by marble have been decorated with
exceptionally beautiful mosaics. Gold, silver, glass, terra cotta and colorful stones have been used to
make the mosaics. The plant-based and geometric mosaics are from the 6th century, whereas the figured
mosaics date back to the Iconoclast period.

During the East Roman period, the Hagia Sophia was the Empire Church and, as a result, was the place
in which the emperors were crowned. The area that is on the right of the naos, where the flooring is
covered with colorful stones creating an intertwining circular design (omphalion), is the section in
which the Eastern Roman Emperors were crowned.

Istanbul was occupied by Latins between 1204 and 1261, during the Holy Crusades, when both the city
and the church were damaged. The Hagia Sophia was known to be in bad condition in 1261, when
Eastern Rome took over the city again.

Following Fatih Sultan Mehmed’s (1451-1481) conquer in 1453, Hagia Sophia was renovated into a
mosque. The structure was fortified and was well protected after this period, and remained as a mosque.
Additional supporting pillars were installed during the East Roman and Ottoman periods as a result of
the damage that the structure experienced due to earthquakes in the region. The minarets designed and
implemented by Mimar Sinan have also served to this purpose.

1. What group of people constructed the Hagia Sophia? What was its purpose?

2. What was Emperor Justinian’s reaction upon entering the completed Hagia Sophia?

3. What event marked a change from the Hagia Sophia as a Christian church to an Islamic mosque?

Directions: Use the website https://safeshare.tv/x/ss626022c91d1a3# to answer these questions.

4. How many years was the Hagia Sophia used as a Roman Catholic church?

5. After Constantinople fell to Istanbul, which leader dedicated the Hagia Sophia to Allah and
proclaimed it as the new imperial mosque?

6. How is the Hagia Sophia used today?

Continued on next page.
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Directions: Draw a mosaic that would represent a significant figure or symbol of Turkey in the space
below. Remember, mosaics use small circles or squares to create the desired image. A mosaic actually

uses small pieces of glass, stone, or metals to create the images.
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